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Vancouver Japanese Gospel Church:  

International Youth Group (IYG)  
by Pastor Robert Brown (English department) 

 
Since our last report, we have been experiencing God at work in some remarkable ways.  This past weekend, 
our college age youth (IYG – International Youth Group) hosted an open house/get acquainted event which 
drew more than 75 unchurched individuals.  Follow-up has begun, and already a few have begun to attend 
some of our church activities.  One of our youth testified that they had been expecting (at best) 20 individuals 
to attend this event, and confessed how small their faith was in so great a God!  

Our church has much to be thankful for.  We are growing in number, souls are being saved and baptized, and 
young people are returning home to Japan to become active members of local congregations.  We struggle to 
attract and keep English speaking Canadians who have a burden for the Japanese people here and abroad, but 
yet we continue to be blessed of God.  
We look forward to the baptism of three individuals in May, along with others in the near future.  This fall, 
one of two young people will be returning to Canada to prepare for ministry, with the other returning at the 
beginning of the new year.  

GRACEPOINT FELLOWSHIP (English department of the  
Calgary Japanese Gospel Church)  

Needing Our Shepherd (NOS) 
by Pastor Brian Lavender 
 
Welcome to Calgary Japanese Gospel Church/Gracepoint Fellowship Youth Group! Our fo-
cus this year has been to make the Bible come alive and to not be intimidated to read the 
scriptures. Our older youth came home from camp last year encouraged and inspired by this 
same key message, and we have desired to keep that focus all year long.   
We have been blessed by a wonderful September when our Jr. High and High School groups 
combined to make one youth group! We meet every other week, alternating a Bible 
study/testimony night and a group outing/activity that has included ice skating, volleyball, 
volunteering at the Mustard Seed and more. Our Bible study/testimony nights encourage us to 
apply God’s Word in our lives. All 6 of our youth leaders share testimony to what God does 
in their lives, and apply scripture to show the relevancy of His word.  
We will be ending this year with our first ever Youth Retreat in May, and we pray that this 
will be a special time of bonding and learning for our youth. Please pray for our youth group 
to continue to grow strong together, and for God to continue to reveal Himself in His word.   
  



Japanese Gospel Church of Toronto:  

Building for the Future 
by Kevin Ueta, Intern Youth Pastor 
 
This year the vision for the JGCT Young Peoples group is to build up a youth group of 
Christ-following disciples willing to engage and challenge the world around them as they 
seek to fulfill the Great Commission. This strong sense of purpose and identity is crucial, 
and it is important to emphasize dynamic and personal relationships with God as a basis 

for all ministries. 
 
Drawing from the inspiration of the induc-
tive bible studies at Urbana06, we started 
our own inductive bible study series on the 
gospel of Matthew. This continued on a 
regular basis, bi-weekly, with the intention 
of educating and equipping the youth with 
a more formal and structured approach on 
studying the scriptures. The attendance 
was amazing for these bible studies and it 
was an encouraging time for all as we all 
explored God's word together.  
 
Some of the more exciting events this year 
include the two Ferrous Cook 2007 cook-

ing contests. The first contest took place on a local 
level as two teams from our own fellowship battled it out in the kitchen stadium. At the 
next contest JGCT took on the Joshua Fellowship team at the Markham Chinese Alliance 
Church. Our Young Peoples team went on to achieve victory in the final contest over the 
Markham Chinese Alliance Church team. Talks have al-
ready started for an even bigger cooking tournament this 
summer involving a few other church youth groups. Be 
very excited folks!  
 
Another memorable experience for our youth group is the 
ongoing church building project. We feel that is has been 
an excellent opportunity for the youth to practice the 
spiritual discipline of service. Over the past little while, 
the youth have volunteered their time to take part in the 
building project. 
 
We ask for your continual prayers as we seek God's 
leading and guidance for our JGCT Young People's min-
istry in the year of 2008. 
 
God bless! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Youth In Action (YIA) is a youth department publication of the CJM Reporter, intended to keep the youth  
of the CJM affiliated churches in touch with each other and using it as a platform of communication and 
dialogue amongst the youth of the churches. The editor of the YIA publication is Naomi Ishiguro, member 
of the Japanese Gospel Church of Toronto. Please email your youth event reports, testimonies, calendar 
items and any other items of interest to youth in other churches. Let’s keep the communications and 
dialogue flowing.  Naomi - naomi87@gmail.com 
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